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Media Release

17th December, 2009
Re: New Zealand needs more Mentors for young people in 2010.

New Zealand needs more mentoring services for young people; therefore the Youth Mentoring Network is calling for New Zealanders to volunteer their time to be a Mentor to a young person in 2010.

YMN are launching their “New Year’s resolution campaign for 2010” on the 29th December, in the hope that those thinking about the difference they could make in 2010, would consider the difference they could make to a young person and the future of New Zealand.

General Manager of the Youth Mentoring Network, Bev Cassidy-Mackenzie, says “This campaign also provides a significant opportunity for New Zealanders to support the mentoring work already being undertaken in their local communities. Specialist Mentoring providers, organisations working with youth and individuals are providing a mentoring service to young people, and they need our support. These providers regularly signal that finding mentors is one of the biggest challenges their organisation faces.”
Paula Bennett, Youth Affairs and Social Development Ministers says " we know that it just takes one positive, trusted adult role model to make a huge difference in a young person’s life."
A recent National Youth Mentoring Conference held in Mangere, Auckland, 84% of the 260 attendees identified finding mentors as the second largest challenge their organisation faced. 

According to recent reports by Volunteering New Zealand, we are a leading nation in the contribution made by volunteers. One of their studies showed that volunteers make up 67% of the non-profit work force in New Zealand, which represents 6.4% of the economically active population. Chair of the Youth Mentoring Network, Ann Dunphy says “Volunteering or giving-back to our communities are key values of being a New Zealander, and we are looking to leverage the satisfaction of ‘giving back’ to encourage more adult New Zealanders to become volunteer mentors for young people.”

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS……

Make your New Year resolution count in 2010 !!

You could resolve to….

· Stop smoking 

· Lose weight 
· Drink less alcohol 
· Save more money…. 
Or you could make a difference to NZ’s future by being a volunteer Mentor to a young person
Register to be a youth mentor now at youthmentoring.org.nz
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Web: www.youthmentoring.org.nz
About the Youth Mentoring Network
The Youth Mentoring Network is the national body for youth mentoring, and was formed to support the youth mentoring sector in meeting challenges and to ensure the ongoing development and impact of Youth Mentoring in New Zealand.
