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5 Evidence Based Arguments you SHOULD have
to advocate for young people
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Argument Number One:

The School



The Iceberg Theory




Research - Student Feedback




Research — Student Feedback

ﬂots of my family members have dropped out of scho}

and | wanted to drop out of school. | would definitely
not made it this far. Ant and Lynn hung in there with

me. My Mentor has been there for me. My Mum sees
school as my business and it’s up to me to do it on my
own. She has so much going on but she pays the fees




Research — Student Feedback




Research - Student Feedback




Research - Staff Feedback

* Inyear 12 | stood in lines at school for one and a
half days with (a student) to see the heads of
departments, just to get her a timetable, because
in 5 of her 6 subjects she had not met the schools
strict criteria. Some of the Dreamers’ peers have
been asked to leave or have to go back to school
next week to see if they have a place this year.
Even the option of re-taking Level 1 courses is met
with, “Year 11 students have the priority in filling
Level 1 classes. Year 12 students wishing to repeat
Level 1 subjects will just have to wait and see
what is left’. (I Have a Dream Coordinator)



University Approved Subjects

] IHAD CG IHAD CG
No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
subjects students students students students
- (N=36) (N=22) (N=32) (N=20)
I s :
89% (32) 59% (13) 69% (22) 40% (8)



Argument Number Two:

Community and
Cultural Capital



Our Education System

==
FOR A FAIR SELECTION
v = EVERYBODY MAS TO TAKE
3 THE SAME EXAM: PLEASE
CLIMB THAT TREE




Research - Student Feedback




Research - Student Feedback

meither of my parents has been to university. 7@
don’t understand the expectations of school, let

alone university. They don’t understand about
NCEA or know about subjects like Science. | know
| would have taken easier subjects, just to get the




Research - Mentor Feedback




Research - Tutor Feedback




Argument Number Three:

The Family






A Student’s Story

* My parents didn’t want me or my sisters to experie@
life like this when we get older so my father always
tried getting us extra tuition after school to help us and
we’d join Tongan homework centres for extra help. But
disaster struck and the homework centre was closed
down. Then suddenly the IHAD programme started




Researcher Statement

* Many more family meetings were held this year \
involving Dreamers, the Coordinators, the Mentors and

the parents. These meetings were precipitated by
tracking student achievement data, concerns expressed
by a Mentor or a Dreamer about the mentoring, a crisis
at school, Dreamer behaviours in the community or at




Research — Student Feedback




Argument Number Four:

Peer Relations



A Dreamer Family




Research — Student Feedback




Argument Number Five:

The Student



Believing in Anna

“Every Child needs at least one adult that is irrationally crazy about them” (Urie Bronfenbrenner)

“You know | wanted to stay home today, but | got your letter out
again and started reading again, and it gave me a boost to get up
and go to school. | prayed last night by myself for the first time.




Why bother having
these arguments?
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Evidence it works!



In Certificate, Diploma, Degree Level
Study in first year out of high school.

Dreamers Group Comparison Group

M Studying
80%

B Not 20%

W Studying
30%

B Not 70%
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Dreamers vs Comparison Group
NCEA Results

Cumulative NCEA Level 1-3 pass rates for Dreamers and CG students

IHAD (n=37)

CG (n=38)

® Level 1 (n=30)

81

66

IHAD (n=36) CG(n-35)  IHAD (n=32)

M Level 2 (n=29)

 Level 3 (n=14)

11

CG (n =27)
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NCEA Results

Cumulative NCEA Level 1-3 pass rates for Active and Inactive Dreamers in NZ

100
96

50 48

43

L1 - Active (n=23) L1 - Inactive (n=14) L2 - Active (n=23) L2 - Inactive (n=14) L3 - Active (n=23) L3 - Inactive (n=24)
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CIRCLE OF COURAGE

Atawhai - ,, : Belonging
Generosity ' Ve A Whanaungatanga

Independence { Tohungatanga
Mana Motuhake “ND




Read more or watch the video’s
www.ihaveadream.org.nz

Join us on facebook
www.facebook.com/ihaveadreamNZ

Email: ant@ihaveadream.org.nz
Linked In: Ant Backhouse;.l Havea Dream




